
Maundy Thursday Worship
Introduction

Today we mark Maundy Thursday, where so much happens in the life of Jesus.  Often the focus of this service is the
Eucharist as we remember Jesus taking bread and wine and asking us to do the same to remember him.  This year
however I thought that we would focus on some of the other events that take place; the giving of a new
commandment to love one another, Peter’s denial of Jesus and Jesus prayers in the garden of Gethsemane.  Our
service ends with the watch where we are invited to spend time with Jesus in the garden as he prays.  We would
normally create a garden scene on the altar with flower arrangements and candles.  As we are unable to do that this
year, I suggest that you light a candle at this point in the service to represent Jesus, who is the light of the world.

For this service you will need a Bible, a candle and some matches

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen

God of our days and years, we set this time apart for you.
Form us in the likeness of Christ so that our lives may glorify you. Amen

Silence

Reflection by Claire Benton-Evans taken from ‘The bumper Book of Resources: Holy Week’ published by Kevin
Mayhew 2015.

Today is Maundy Thursday.  ‘Maundy’ comes from the Latin word for ‘Commandment’ and today we remember
when Jesus gave us a new commandment.  Many of the original commandments tell us what not to do, such as do
not steal, do not kill and do not tell lies. Jesus new commandment gave his disciples and us something positive to
do: love each other.  Jesus said ‘Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.’

Jesus practiced what he preached by rolling up his sleeves, taking off his disciples’ sandals and washing their dusty,
smelly feet.  This was usually a servant’s job, so Jesus disciples were shocked to see him getting down on his hands
and knees, but Jesus explained that he was setting them an example.  Loving people means helping them, serving
them, putting yourself out for them.

Read: John 13: 1-17 & 31b-35
John’s account of the last supper

Silence

Take some time to reflect on your answers to the following questions.  If are physically with other people talk
together about your answers

 What example is Jesus setting us when he washed the disciple’s feet? How can we follow it? How might that
look different in the current times we are living in?

 What are the qualities of Jesus’ love for us?
 How can we reflect the love of Jesus in our love for each other?

Silence

Lord Jesus, you loved all people and you loved them to the end.  Help us to follow your example and love one
another in your name.  Amen

Reading: Matthew 26: 60-75
Peter’s denial of Jesus

Silence



Take some time to reflect on your answers to the following questions.  If are physically with other people talk
together about your answers

 How do you think Peter felt when he was being asked if he was a friend of Jesus?
 How do you think Peter felt when the cock crowed?
 What are the challenges of being a Christian in the world today?
 How can we support each other to be witness to the gospel?

Silence

Confession – written by Peter Dainty taken from ‘The bumper Book of Resources: Holy Week’ published by Kevin
Mayhew 2015.

Lord, forgive us, that like Peter, we can swear we do not know you even louder than we swore when we said we’d
never leave you.   Lord, forgive us: Lord forgive us.

Lord, forgive us when our courage is a thing of bluff and bluster, which, when someone calls our bluff, soon dissolves
in tears and fluster.  Lord for give us: Lord forgive us.

Lord, forgive us when we praise you with our lips, but not our action; may the cock crow wake us up from our blind
self-satisfaction.  Lord forgive us: Lord forgive us.

Lord, redeem us when we fail you not just three times, but more often; may our conscience not grow hard, lest it
grow too hard to soften.  Lord redeem us: Lord redeem us.

When hosannas turn to catcalls, and we’re tempted to deny you, give us faith that will not fade and the courage to
stand by you.  Keep us faithful; Keep us faithful

John 12: 20-36
Jesus predicts his death

Silence

Mediation of James one of the disciples - written by Nick Fawcett taken from ‘The bumper Book of Resources: Holy
Week’ published by Kevin Mayhew 2015.

He was in anguish, wrestling with himself in a way I’d never imagined possible.
Gone was the inner calm we knew so well, the tranquillity of the spirit that we’d come to take as read.  He was
trembling, hurting, struggling. We assumed, at first, he was simply scared – after all, we were, for his enemies were
out to get him, the net was closing in.
But there was more to it than that.

He was scared, of course, the thought of what he must go through filling him with dread, and if there had been an
alternative, some way of avoiding the agony of body, mind and spirit that lay ahead, naturally he’d have take it.
Yet that only made his torment worse.

For he knew also that to be true to himself and to God he had to face the future in all its awfulness.  It was his
destiny, the reason he’d come into the world – to die that we might live – and what troubles him the most was the
possibility of failing in that call.

He could have done, you know.
He could have walked away, saved his own skin, and no one would have blamed him, least of all me.
But he didn’t; he trusted instead that God would see him through.

The way ahead was hard, too dreadful to contemplate, yet he took it, in fear and trembling accepting the way of the
cross.  Never underestimate what it cost him.



Silence

Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, too easily we forget what you went through, what you suffered for our sake.  We focus on your
victory over darkness and death and overlook the immense price you paid to secure it. Remind us that your fear was
as real as any we experience, your pain as intense, your sorrow as overwhelming, your torment as acute. Help us
always to remember that, for you, the cross was an awesome act of faith, the most powerful demonstration of love
and courage that anyone could ever show. For that great truth, thank you.  Amen

Silence

Intersessions – written by John Cox taken from ‘The bumper Book of Resources: Holy Week’ published by Kevin
Mayhew 2015. (adapted By Jennifer)

Father, on this night of meeting with his disciples Jesus was betrayed.  We pray for all whose loyalty is being tested
and who will tonight be tempted to betray friends, loved one or themselves.  Grant them your strength and grant us
grace when we are tempted to deny you.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father, on this night Jesus prayed that his disciples might be one.  We pray for your church throughout the world and
we pray for unity.  We pray that you be with us at this time as we are leaning again what it means to be church
without the use of our buildings.  Give us wisdom, courage and grace as we live out our faith each and every
moment.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father, on this night your Son commanded his disciples to love but suffered rejection himself.  We pray for all who
feel themselves rejected and unloved and for those who feel that their lives are useless and who are in despair.  We
ask that you bring your peace, joy and calm to all those who feel anxious or worried at this time.  We pray for all who
are unwell and for those who care for them as well as for those who grieve.   May we be bearers of love, light and
hope to those around us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father, on this holy night they came with soldiers bearing arms to arrest your Son.  We pray for all victims of
injustice, persecution and war.  We pray for the injured and the maimed, for the terrified and the grieving, for all
who work for reconciliation and peace.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen

The Watch

Light your candle

Silence

Reading: Matthew 26: 36-56
The events of Gethsemane

Jesus invited the disciples to stay with him while he prayed. The watch is the part of the service where we do just
that, stay with Jesus while he prays.

Tazie Chant:  Stay with me

Stay with me, remain here with me, watch and pray, watch and pray.
Here is a link to a clip of this music on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWjpsazUoEA

Spend some time sitting in quite stillness as you wait for Jesus while he prayers. When you are ready to leave blow
your candle out.


