
Easter Vigil - Holy Saturday 7.30pm
For this act of worship, you will need a Bible, small bowl of water, a candle and some matches

Welcome

As we gather together for worship this evening, we join the story on Holy Saturday.  It is the day after Jesus has died
and as the disciples mourn the death of their friend and teacher there is a sense of despair, hopelessness and
sadness in the air.   But for those of us who know how the story ends there’s a clear sense of anticipation and
excitement in the air as we wait with hope and joy for the resurrection of Jesus.

I had planned a different act of worship for this evening but given the current way in which we need to worship I
have put that aside for another year and put together a more traditional Easter vigil service which is based on
readings from Old Testament before moving on to a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. This service moves
from darkness to light so if you can dim the light in your home, this will help create the right atmosphere.

Opening prayer and introduction

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, to you be glory and praise for ever. Your steadfast love extends to the
heavens and your faithfulness never ceases. Illuminate our hearts with your wisdom and strengthen our lives
with your word, for you are the fountain of life; in your light we see true light. Blessed be God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. Blessed be God for ever.

This is the night in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life. The Church invites her members,
dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which
through word we share in his victory over death. As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s
saving deeds in history, recalling how he saved his people in ages past and in the fullness of time sent his Son to
be our Redeemer. Let us pray that through this Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in each of us the
saving work he has begun.

The Vigil readings

Creation

Read Genesis 1: 1 – 2:4a

Silence

Let us pray that we may see God’s image restored.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. Your love cannot be contained and overflows in the wonder of
creation. You formed the universe out of nothing and moulded us from the clay of the earth. All you have made
sings of your marvellous deeds, O Lord, our maker and redeemer. Amen.

Moses and the Burning Bush

Read Exodus 36: 1-6

Silence

Let us pray for a renewed vision for the people of God and a new commitment to break the chains of oppression.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. You revealed yourself to your servant Moses in the awesome wonder
of the burning bush and appointed him to lead your people to freedom in the promised land. By the fire of your
Spirit today reveal yourself afresh and strengthen us to free the enslaved and break the bonds of the captive,
that they may openly sing your praise, O Lord, our maker and redeemer. Amen.

Sprinkled with the water of life



Read Ezekiel 36: 24-28

Silence

Let us pray that God will give to the thirsting a new outpouring of his refreshing spirit. Blessed are you, Lord, God
of our salvation. When we are overwhelmed by the wasting world, gather us again and renew us. Create in us a
new heart and a renewed spirit, that we may be a people prepared to live in your land and walk in your ways, O
Lord, our maker and redeemer. Amen.

The valley of dry bones

Read Ezekiel 37: 1-14

Silence

Let us pray that God will breathe new life into his weary creation. Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation.
You bring life from the darkest valley of death. When hope is lost and our dry bones are scattered in shame,
speak your word to your broken people, that we may stand confidently before you, and breathe your Spirit into
us that we might live, O Lord, our maker and redeemer. Amen.

The promised messiah

Read: John 1: 1-14

Silence

Let us pray that the light of Christ will shine bright in the world.  Blessed are, you, God of our salvation.  You sent
your Son to be our saviour and to dispel the darkness of our world.  Reveal to us ways in which we can reflect your
light in our lives as we work to build up the kingdom of God here on earth. Amen.

On Good Friday the authorities thought they had put the light of Christ out, they thought they had won.  Then came
that first Easter Morning when it become powerful clear that God had in fact won, that the light of Christ was so
strong, so powerful, so awesome that nothing could put it out.  The darkness tried but the darkness could not
overcome the light.  As we rejoice in this light let us hear again the story of that first Easter morning from John.

The service of light

Read: John 20: 1-18 - Jesus Resurrection

(These responses need to be said with joy and excitement) Alleluia.  Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

(The following three responses are taken from Eggs and Ashes: Practical and liturgical resources for Lent and Holy
Week edited by Ruth Burgess and Chris Polhill)

This is the Good News - the grave is empty, Christ is risen. Hallelujah!

This is the Good News - the light shines in the darkness and the darkness can never put it out. Hallelujah!

This is the Good News - once we were no people, now we are God’ people. Hallelujah!

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

Eternal God, who made this holy night to shine with the brightness of your one true light: set us aflame with the fire
of your love, and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Light your candle



May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.

Turn you lights on at home

The light of Christ: Thanks be to God

At this point in the service we would walk around the church carrying our candles as we dispel the darkness with the
light of Christ.  As we do this, we would say the above phrase.  You could mirror this action by carrying your candle
around your home saying the above phrase.

The renewal of Baptismal Promises

It is a tradition at Easter that to renew our baptismal promises and our commitment to our faith. To facilitate this
section of the service and to make it more meaningful I have made a short video of this section of the service for you
to join in with.  A link to this video was sent out with the service sheet.

As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, we remember that through the paschal
mystery we have died and been buried with him in baptism.  In baptism, God call us out of darkness into his
marvellous light.

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. Therefore I ask:

Do you turn to Christ? I turn to Christ

Do you repent of your sins? I repent of my sins.

Do you renounce evil? I renounce evil

Place your bowl of water in front of you

We praise you, loving Father, for the gift of your Son Jesus. He was baptized in the River Jordan, where your Spirit
came upon him and revealed him as the Son you love. He sent his followers to baptize all who turn to him.
Now, Father, we ask that this water may be a symbol to remind us that we are cleansed in the water of life, fill us
with your spirit and may we always know that we are your children, safe in Christ forever. Amen

Profession of faith

Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
I believe and trust in him

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died for us and rose again?
I believe and trust in him

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the
world? I believe and trust in him

This is the faith of the Church. This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

If you need to pause the video while you dip your thumb into your bowl of water and make a sign of the cross on your
forehead.  In this act we retrace the cross that was made on your forehead at your baptism.

Almighty God, we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith with all who have been baptised in your
name. Keep us faithful to our baptism, and so make us ready for that day when the whole creation shall be made
perfect in your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen



May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted and grounded in love and bring forth the fruit
of the Spirit. Amen

The peace

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, Peace be with you!  Then were they glad when they
saw the Lord.

Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be always with you: And also with you.  Alleluia!

I know that we are not together physically today and not able to share the peace in our normal way.
However, this does not mean that we are not able to share the peace.  Bring to mind members of our
church family and as you do wish them God’s peace. “………. (the name of a member of our church family)
God’s peace be with you.

Blessing

God the father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; and
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia!

I was going to serve hot chocolate and biscuits after the service.  Why not go and enjoy some refreshments, maybe
enjoying the things that you gave up for lent, as we begin our Easter Celebrations.

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

Unless otherwise stated material for this service was taken form Common Worship: Times and Seasons published by Church House 2006,
Common Worship: Initiation Church house publishing 1998 and Common Worship Additional Baptism texts in accessible Language.


